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Greetings from Geneva!
Today I saw the flower clock and
the famous water jet fountain on
beautiful lake Geneva. I also visited
the United Nations and the
International Red Cross
museum.. Tonight we’re having
fondue.. . Wish you were here!

GENEVA
CITY TOUR
breathtaking /ˈbreθteɪkɪŋ/ (adj): great,
impressive
panorama /ˌpænəˈræmə/ (noun): a
complete view of an area in all directions.
landmark (noun) /ˈlændmɑːrk/: (1) an
object or structure of special historical
interest or beauty; (2) something (like a tall
building) that you can see clearly from a
distance and that helps you know where
you are.
chain /tʃeɪn/ (noun): a series of connected
things (mountain chain a series of
mountains connected in a row).
compact /ˈkɑːmpækt / (adj): something
that only uses a small amount of space.

Postcards from Geneva
Greetings Dear Readers!
Geneva is a small but beautiful city, with an international flavor and a
harbor that offers a breathtaking panorama. There are many things to
do, especially in the summer, but for this newsletter I’ve broken the
city down by a just few of its most famous events and landmarks.
First, a little background about the city. Geneva is surrounded by two
mountain chains, the Alps and the Jura mountains. It’s a compact
city with an area of just 16 km2. Although the city is small, it’s the
second most populous city in Switzerland with 195,000 residents in
the city itself and another 280,000 people living in the suburbs
surrounding the city. Geneva is located in the French-speaking area
of Switzerland and many people commute each day from just across
the border in France to work in Geneva’s international companies,
banks and international organizations.
Geneva also has a rich history and served as a safe haven for religious
and cultural freethinkers such as Jean-Jacques Rousseau, Voltaire
and Protestant John Calvin, who preached from St. Pierre Cathedral
in Geneva.

populous /ˈpɑːpjələs/ (adj): where a large
number of people live.
suburb /ˈsʌbɜːrb/ (noun): an area where
people live that is outside the centre of a
city.
commute /kəˈmjuːt/ (verb): to travel each
day between your home and work place
(by bus, car, etc.)
border /ˈbɔːrdər/ (noun): the line that
separates two countries or areas.
safe haven /seɪf ˈheɪvn/ (noun): a place
where somebody can go to be safe from
danger or attack.
freethinker /ˌfriːˈθɪŋkər/ (noun): a person
who makes their own ideas and opinions
rather than accepting those of other
people (especially in religious teaching).
croissant /krəˈsɑːnt/ (noun): a small sweet
roll with a curved shape.
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A view of Lake Geneva that I took from the airplane

Lake Geneva (Lac Leman)
Lake Geneva—which is 73 kilometers long and nine kilometers wide—
is shaped like a French breakfast croissant. Switzerland has several
lakes but Lake Geneva is the country’s largest and deepest lake.

GENEVA
CITY TOUR
gothic /ˈɡɑːθɪk/ (adj): a writing such as a
novel which describes romantic adventures
in mysterious or frightening surroundings.
This style was popular in the 18th and 19th
centuries.
classic /ˈklæsɪk/ (adj): Decided by others as
one of the best or most important of its
kind (Frankenstein is a novel that has been
accepted as one of the best gothic novels
ever written).

Mary Shelley, who wrote the Gothic classic Frankenstein in
Geneva, called the colors of the lake, “Blue as the heavens
which it reflects.” My home in Geneva is just a few minutes’
walk away from the lake and I took the photo below from a
nearby vineyard.

reflect / rɪˈflekt/ (verb): to show an image
on the surface of something like water or a
mirror.
vineyard /ˈvɪnjərd/ (noun): land where
grapes are grown to make wine.
picturesque /ˌpɪktʃəˈresk/ (adj): pretty,
beautiful
architecture / ˈɑːrkɪtektʃər/ (noun): the
design or style of a building.
peak /piːk/ (noun): the pointed top of a
mountain.
snow-capped /snoʊ kæpt/ (adj): covered
with snow on top.
Mont Blanc: the highest mountain in the
Alps and the European Union. Mont Blanc
is French for "White Mountain.“
float /floʊt/ (verb): to move slowly in the
air (or water) and not sink or touch the
ground.
horizon /həˈraɪzn/ (noun): the far away
point in where the sky seems to meet the
land or the sea.

Along the lake are picturesque vineyards, castles, historical
homes and other beautiful architecture. You can also see
mountain peaks behind the lake and they’re usually covered
with snow even during the summer.
When the weather is clear, you can see the majestic snowcapped Mont Blanc, which looks like it’s floating in the horizon.
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L’horologe Fleurie – The Flower Clock
The flower clock, located in the Jardin Anglais (the English Garden) is
a symbol of Geneva’s watch industry. It’s a 4.5 meter clock that is
crafted from approximately 6,500 plants, which are organized in
elegant flower arrangements. The clock’s design is changed a couple
times each year, showcasing beautiful new colors or paying tribute
to various special events or holidays.

GENEVA
CITY TOUR
arrangement /əˈreɪndʒmənt/ (noun): a
group of things that are organized or placed
in a particular order or position.
showcase /ˈʃoʊkeɪs/ (verb): to show or
present something's good qualities in an
attractive way.
pay tribute to: /peɪ ˈtrɪbjuːt/ (idiom): to give
public recognition to someone or
something.
tick /tɪk/ (verb): short, light, regular
repeated sounds that mark time passing
(the second hand of a clock ticks by moving
one second at a time).
second hand /ˈsekənd hænd/ (noun): the
hand or long thin bar that shows the time of
seconds on some watches and clocks.

The clock has been ticking since 1955 and its second hand, at 3.5
meters long, is supposedly the world’s longest. Geneva’s trademark
flower clock pays homage to the important role of Switzerland’s
watchmakers such as Tissot, Omega, Rolex, TAG Heuer, Longine,
Breitling and Swatch, to name a few.
Luxury Swiss watchmaker Patek Philippe is celebrating its 175th
anniversary this year and its museum in Geneva displays exquisite
timepieces from its inception in 1839 through watches it has created
in the new millennium.

supposedly /səˈpoʊzɪdli/ (adv): according to
what is generally thought or believed but
not known for certain.
trademark /ˈtreɪdmɑːrk/ (noun): symbol of
something that is easily recognized.
pay homage to /peɪ ˈhɑːmɪdʒ/ (phrasal
verb): to openly honor someone or
something.
exquisite /ɪkˈskwɪzɪt/ (adj): extremely
beautiful or carefully made.
timepiece /ˈtaɪmpiːs/ (noun): a clock or
watch.
inception /ɪnˈsepʃn/ (noun): the start of
something such as an organization or
company.
millennium /mɪˈleniəm/ (noun): a period of
1000 years.
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promenade /ˌprɑːməˈneɪd/ (noun): a public
place for walking, usually a wide path
beside the water.

Fête de Genève – Geneva Festival
The Geneva festival is an annual summer event that lasts a couple
of weeks during the month of August. The waterfront along the
lake is transformed into an open-air promenade with carnival
rides, food stalls and outdoor restaurants, as well as specialty
booths selling jewelry and handicrafts. Numerous concert stages
that host a variety of singers and musical groups are set-up and
there are parades and other festivities during the festival.

food stall /fuːd stɔːl /(noun): a small
temporary shop that is open at the front
and has a counter where you can buy food
to take away.
specialty booth /ˈspeʃəlti buθ/: a small
temporary shop that sells food or products
that are known because they are so good
or unique.
Note: booths and stalls are both words we
use in English to describe temporary small
enclosed spaces that are set-up at events
and festivals where you can buy or look at
things.
ordinary /ˈɔːrdneri/ (adj): not unusual; not
different in any way from usual things.
pyrotechnics /ˌpaɪrəˈteknɪks/ (noun):
fireworks or a fireworks display.
choreograph /ˈkɔːriəɡræf / (verb): to
design and arrange the steps, actions or
movements in a show (especially by
coordinating these together with music).
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The Geneva Festival is always concluded with a grand firework
display over the lake. It’s not your ordinary pyrotechnics. It’s a
grand show; a fabulous musical performance with a special theme
and the fireworks are beautifully choreographed with music.

Geneva Festival Fireworks Show

To create such an immense display, approximately 30,000 rockets
are fired from 40 different firing stations scattered on the lake.
Computers synchronize the firing of the rockets within 1/10th of a
second for an almost perfect display.
The 2014 theme was “Man and Time,” in recognition of the
important role of watchmaking in Switzerland. The show
highlighted the different ways man has measured time including
ancient astronomical observations, the sundial, the hourglass and
more modern time measurements such as church tower clocks,
wall clocks and wrist watches.
The amazing bouquets of fireworks light up the sky over the harbor
for an entire hour. It’s simply amazing. I’ve seen many fireworks
during my life but nothing has come remotely close to Geneva’s
grand fireworks show. I’m definitely going to see this show as many
times as I possibly can in the years to come. The experience is just
incredible!
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immense /ɪˈmens/ (adj): extremely large.
rocket /ˈrɑːkɪt / (noun): a firework that goes
high into the air and then explodes with
colored lights.
scattered /ˈskætərd/ (adj): spread far apart
over a wide area.
synchronize /ˈsɪŋkrənaɪz/ (verb): to happen
at the same time.
recognition (of or for something) (noun)
/ˌrekəɡˈnɪʃn/: public praise for somebody's
work or actions.
role / roʊl/ (noun): the function or position
that somebody has (for example, in an
organization, in society or in a relationship).
section.
remotely /rɪˈmoʊtli/ (adverb): far away from
anywhere or anything. [to not come
remotely close: to not be like anything else.]
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affect /əˈfekt/ (verb): to produce a change
in somebody or something.
defunct /dɪˈfʌŋkt/ (adj): no longer existing.

Diplomacy & International Cooperation
Many important decisions affecting global politics have been made
in Geneva, especially at the Palais des Nations (Palace of Nations ),
which was built from 1929-1936 to house the now defunct League
of Nations. Since 1966, the palace has been home to the United
Nations serving as its European headquarters. The palace
welcomes more than 25,000 UN delegates annually and you can
actually attend one of these public sessions to see international
diplomacy at work.

delegate /ˈdelɪɡət/ (noun): a person who
is chosen or elected to represent the views
of a group of people and vote and make
decisions for them.
diplomacy /dɪˈploʊməsi/ (noun): the
activity of managing relations between
different countries.
headquartered /ˈhedkwɔːrtərd/ (adj):
having headquarters in a certain place.
humanitarian organization
/hjuˌmænɪˈteriən ˌɔrɡənɪˈzeɪʃ(ə)n/ (noun):
a group of people working together to
help people who are living in very bad
conditions or are suffering because of war,
natural disasters, etc.
landmark /ˈlændmɑːrk/ (noun):
something, such as a large building, that
you can see clearly from a distance and
that will help you to know where you are.
expat /ˈɛksˌpæt/ (informal - a short form
of expatriate). (noun) a person living
outside their own country

Many of the UN’s agencies are headquartered in Geneva including
the United Nations High Commissioner for Refugees, World Health
Organization, International Labor Organization and UNICEF, the
fund that supports and protects children. I worked at UNICEF a few
years ago (check out my work station in the photo on the next
page). There are many more UN agencies in Geneva, which is one of
the reasons that almost 40 percent of Geneva’s residents are
expats like me.

LearnEnglishHaveFun.com

Apart from the UN, Geneva hosts many other international and
regional organizations as well as many other non-UN humanitarian
organizations such as the International Committee of the Red Cross
and the International Federation of Red Cross and Red Crescent
Societies. A landmark sight across from the Palace of Nations is a
huge wooden chair that was built by Handicap International.

GENEVA
CITY TOUR
opposition /ˌɑːpəˈzɪʃn/ (noun): the act of
strongly disagreeing with somebody or
something.
landmine /ˈlændmaɪn/ (noun): a bomb
placed on or under the ground, which
explodes when vehicles or people drive
or walk over it.

My old desk at UNICEF (the United Nations Children’s Fund)

The chair was constructed with 5.5 tons of wood and is 12 meters
high. The chair’s broken leg symbolizes opposition to landmines and
cluster bombs, and acts as a reminder to every one of the
devastation caused by these weapons around the globe. The recently
renovated International Red Cross museum has exhibitions depicting
the organization’s service to humanity during countless wars and
natural disasters. It’s a must-see attraction if you visit.

reminder /rɪˈmaɪndər/ (noun): something
that reminds something that happened
in the past. [to act as a reminder – to be
something that makes someone
remember something].
devastation /ˌdevəˈsteɪʃn/ (noun): great
destruction or damage often across a
wide area of space.
depict /dɪˈpɪkt/ (verb): to describe
something in words, images or pictures.
countless /ˈkaʊntləs/ (adj): very many;
too many to be counted or mentioned.
must-see / məst siː/ (idiom): something
that is so good or interesting that you
should see it.
attraction /əˈtrækʃn/ (noun): an
interesting or enjoyable place to go or
thing to do.
whet one’s appetite /hwet wʌnz
ˈæpɪtaɪt/ (idiom): to increase the feeling
you want to do something or have
something.

Final Thoughts
Handicap International’s Broken Chair

These are just a few things Geneva has to offer and I hope this has
whetted your appetite for a visit to this charming little city. Don’t
be intimidated if you don’t speak French because you’ll be able to
speak English with most people. One of the advantages of English is
that it’s a lingua franca!

intimidated /ɪnˈtɪmɪdeɪtɪd/ (adj): feeling
nervous or frightened of someone or
something.
lingua franca /ˌlɪŋɡwə ˈfræŋkə/ (noun): a
shared language used between people
whose main languages are different to
communicate with each other.

As always I’m sending you my best wishes and hope you’ll write to
me or leave a comment about this newsletter. All the best,
Nicole
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